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Hoq Cave during the Touristic Season 2009 - 2010 
 
This report is solely based on the data retrieved from a Hoq Cave visit recently made by Dr. K. Van Damme, his pictures 
and some data from the logbooks maintained by the local Socotri guides from the Terbaq village. 
 
As not all logbooks were available at the time of the visit, only information of touristic cave visits made between 25/09/2009 
and 17/03/2010 can be given. As this period falls into the main touristic period of the season 2009 – 2010 it can be used as 
valuable and representative data. 
 
The raw source data was treated by Peter De Geest (SKP) to provide the first inside view into the (eco-) touristic potential of 
Hoq Cave, the limitations, the sensibilities, the potential impact and the sustainable management of the site. 
 
This report can only be considered as a limited contribution to a complicated and challenging project: the protection and 
future management of Hoq Cave, one of the most important natural and cultural heritage sites on Socotra Island. 
 
The practicalities for the further development of the site are not discussed in great detail here. Further consultancy might be 
provided in collaboration with the Yemeni and Socotran authorities. 
 
The graphics below show: 
 

·  The periods of cave visits during this season, as described in the logbooks; 
·  The amount of visitors and their country of origin; 
·  The amount of visitors divided regarding their continent of origin; 
·  Some pictures about the cave, showing some sensibilities and the actual state; 

 
We end with the conclusions and some very general recommendations. 
As in the past, more information can be provided and an actual development plan can be made. 
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Initial protection measurements taken: walking pathway, trained guides and awareness of local inhabitants. 
 

Pictures taken during SKP-expeditions over the last 10 years  
(1 to 4: installation of the walking pathway; 5 making sure sensitive locations are not directly linked  
with the walking pathway, 6 guides are trained NOT to walk to close to any archaeological remains). 
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Actual State: walking pathway just locally damaged, no trained guides active and no coordination with local people. 
 

Pictures taken by Dr. K. Van Damme 
(1 to 2: littering has to be avoided, especially empty batteries; 3 visitors has to keep a fair distance from  

archaeological remains; 4 when the line of the walking pathway is interrupted damage will follow soon by  
crushing virgin cave floors; 5 to 6 concretions nearby the walking pathway are broken for little souvenirs). 
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Actual reactions from tourists who visited Hoq Cave: . 
 

  

Pictures taken by Dr. K. Van Damme 
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Conclusions 
 

·  735 tourists visited Hoq Cave between 25/09/2009 and 17/03/2010; 
 

·  The cave was regularly visited over the complete time span, with a clear augmentation between mid November 
to mid January; 

 
·  More than 150 people visited Hoq Cave between 21/11 and 31/12 2009; 

 
·  Sometimes more than 30 people visit the cave in one day (see 23/02/2010); 

 
·  Almost 200 Italian tourists, more than 140 Yemeni and 68 French visitors make the top 3; 

 
·  The cave was visited by people from 41 different nationalities from all the different continents; 

 
·  61.8% of the visitors come from Europe (Italy, followed by France, Czech Republic, Germany, Austria,…); 

 
·  33.9% of the visitors arrive from Asia, of which 68% from the Middle East (Yemen, followed by Turkey, 

Pakistan, Saudi, Oman,…) and 32% from the “Far East” (Russia, followed by Japan, India, Ukraine, 
Korea,…); 

 
·  The remaining 4.4% derives from America (USA & Canada), Africa (South Africa) and Oceania (Australia & 

New Zealand); 
 

·  All visitors appreciated the cave (visit) a lot and hope that this still unspoiled beauty can be maintained. 
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General recommendations 
 

·  The walking pathway should be maintained and adapted at several places, if possible with more durable 
materials; 

 
·  The new guides from Terbaq village should be properly trained, as before only Omar and his relatives from 

another village were trained; 
 

·  Clear logbooks should be prepared, so that tourist can provide their proper feedback; 
 

·  A fixed entrance fee should be asked and the money should (at least partly) be used for maintaining and 
expanding the cave infrastructures; 

 
·  There should be headsets made available for tourists and a few powerful lights for the guides; 

 
·  Information flyers with more details should be present for visitors in different languages (Italian, Arabic, 

French, Russian, English); 
 

·  More information could be made available at a touristic centre, but visits should always be guided and 
coordinated by local authorities; 

 
·  Local communities should gain a profit, not only individuals or some authorities. 

 
·  A full consultancy master plan, based on our direct experience, can be provided upon request (generators, big 

fixed lights inside the cave, too much promotion and high impact constructions should be avoided at all cost)! 
 


